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Re: Comments on Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“ANPR”): L: ’ : 
Compatibility With the Regulations of the International Atomic Energy . 
Agency; RSPA Docket RIN 2137-AD39 

I Dear Sir/Madam: 

On behalf of The American Ceramic Society (ACerS), we want to express our 
concern that DOT’s contemplated harmonization with IAEA ST-l could dramatically 
increase the transportation costs for industrial minerals by extending the Class 7 
(radioactive) hazardous materials to enormous quantities of materials without 
justification. ACerS is the premier international scientific and engineering society 
representing more than 10,000 ceramic engineers, researchers, scientists, plant 
personnel, manufacturers, educators and marketing and sales professionals in 80 
countries. 

DOT should copsider the following as it contemplates harmonizing its rules with 
IAEA ST-l: 

1, Incorporate in any future rulemaking the IAEA ST-l exemption for ores and 
natural materials of Paragraph 107(e), which exempts: 

(e) natural material and ores containing naturally occurring radionuclides 
which are not intended to be processed for use of these radionuclides provided 
the activity concentration of the material does not exceed 10 times the values 
specified in paras 40 l-406. 

2. Incorporate in any fiture rulemaking the clarifications in Paragraph 107.5 of the 
DRAFTARYlSORYMATERlAL FOR THEREGU.TKX’KFOR THESAFE 
T’NSPORT OF RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL (1996 Edition) IAEA Safety Standards 
Series No. ST-2 (Feb. 19, 1999) that: 
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107.5, The mope of&e Regulatisas includes those natural matmials or ores 
which fom part of the madcar firer cycb or w&h with be processed in or& 
to use their radioactive pmpti0s. The Regulations do not apply to &her me9 
which may contajil ~tudly occur5ng rz&mcti&s, IX& whose usefihess 
does not lie ia the bile, fertile or radioactive pxopexties of those madides, 
provided that the sctiv&y cdncenbratim does not exceed 10 times the exemrpt 
activity cmncentratb~ values. Natural material and ores cook.n.@ natz& 
occuring radionuctides wbi& Blre proceswd are also exempt from the 
Reflations (up to 10 times the exempt activity w~centi0n values) where 
the physical and/or chemical processing is not for the purpose of extractieg 
radionu~lides, e.g., washed sands, taibgs &om alumina refining etc,. 

Were this nut the -se, the Regufsztiom would have to be applied to et~omous 
cpmtities of material that present a very low hazard mwever, thczxz are ores 
hi natam where the a&&y concmtra&m is much higher than the t%?r.DptiW 
vslues, The regulsr h5spurt of these ores my req,uire a cm&&atian of 
radiation protection measurbl. Hesce, 8 fiidor of 10 Iizne9 the exemptim3 
values for activity CaDIcentratim was chosen as providing m appropriate 
bakmce between the radiological protection wu~ems and the pxacticd 
irmmvenience of regulating lmge quantities ofmitenal witI3 natufal.ly 
occuning law activity c4mce&mtion. 

3. Consult with NRC on hammizin g tr8nspoxtation of rachactive snaterids. 

We recommend that DOT engage in CopsJtatian with NRC rcgardiag 
barmanizaticm of existing U.S. transportaticm rules with IAEA to avoid immsi~t 
regulatim govtig bansportation of radioactive msttids. 

4. DOT should mmider IAEA’s justifktin far exe~@on thresholds. 

If DOT considers revising the mment 70 Bq/g exemption level, DOT should 
-sidei whether IAEA’s teebnical basis for its nuxnbcrs justifies the increased costs 
and burdens to transpaaers ofmatetials that ate currently exempt under DOT’s 
existing rules, 

Envimnmental Committee and iimmpmte those WrnIuePts by rcrfercnoe. Tbanlc you 
fbr your ccmsidt3ratiin.k 


